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KEY POINTS: 

●​ Diuretics:  These have been used in the past, but have generally been replaced with positive 
pressure ventilation (i.e. CPAP).  Because they generally take time to work and have possible side 
effects, they have little role in initial treatment of acute pulmonary edema and are no longer 
considered first line therapy. 

●​ Erectile Dysfunction Drugs:  Avoid Nitroglycerin in any patient who has used Viagra or Levitra in the 
past 24 hours or Cialis in the past 48 hours due to possible severe hypotension.  

●​ Consider myocardial infarction in all these patients. If suspected, give ASA.  
●​ Allow the patient to be in their position of comfort to maximize their breathing effort.  

 

QI Review Parameters: 

1.​  
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