
 
 

X-03 
DISCONTINUATION IN 
TRAUMATIC ARREST 

 

 
 

 

 

Revised: 6/2020 DISCONTINUATION IN TRAUMATIC ARREST X-03 
 

© 2025 Infinity Emergency Medical Solutions.  All Rights Reserved. 



 
 

X-03 
DISCONTINUATION IN 
TRAUMATIC ARREST 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Revised: 6/2020 DISCONTINUATION IN TRAUMATIC ARREST X-03 
 

© 2025 Infinity Emergency Medical Solutions.  All Rights Reserved. 



 
 

X-03 
DISCONTINUATION IN 
TRAUMATIC ARREST 

 

 
 

KEY POINTS: 

●​ Once life support has been initiated, Non-ALS personnel CAN NOT discontinue 
resuscitative measures unless directed to do so by an on-scene or online control physician, 
EMT-Paramedic, or if presented with a valid Physician Orders for Scope of Treatment 
(POST/DNR). 

●​ Upon termination in the field any tubes, needles and lines should be left in place (IV lines to 
be tied off and cut with catheter left in place), and the body should not be altered in any way. 

SPECIAL SITUATIONS: 

Contact Online Medical Control if: 
●​ If there is disagreement at the scene about what care should be provided (between family 

members, family and EMS providers, or amongst on-scene medical providers).  
●​ The family requests resuscitation measures opposed to those documented on the patient’s 

advance directives, or if no such directives exist. 

If the EMS provider is unable to contact medical control: 
●​ The EMS provider must use his/her best judgment in deciding what is reasonable and 

appropriate, including transport, based on the clinical and environmental conditions.   

Potential Crime Scene: 
●​ Suspected suicide does not necessarily negate an otherwise valid advanced medical 

directive. 
●​ EMS providers should attempt to disturb the scene as little as possible (while still providing 

appropriate patient care), and inform law enforcement of any items that are moved/removed 
from the scene.  

 

QI Review Parameters (Traumatic Arrest): 

1.​ Pending 
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